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In addition, current board members Clifford Sprague and Hugh Woodward, PMP were chosen to serve a 
second three-year term on the Board.

The new directors will join continuing board directors; Robert Cook; Debra Miersma; Karen White, PMP; 
and Debbie O’Bray.

Board elected Officers for 2008 are:

   Chair – Karen White  ·  Secretary – Debra Miersma  ·  Treasurer – Robert Cook

A note of gratitude is extended to retiring board members for their service and dedication to the PMIEF: 
outgoing Chair Michael Branch, PMP; William Moylan, PhD, PMP; and Beth Partleton, PMP.

PMI Educational Foundation Makes Presence Felt at 
PMI Global Congress 2007 – North America
PMI Educational Foundation’s presence at PMI Global Congress 2007 – North America (6-9 October 2007, 
Atlanta, Georgia, USA) was met with tremendous support and enthusiasm. Thousands of attendees had 
several opportunities to learn about PMIEF activities and initiatives. Those who stopped by our booth in 
the exhibit hall were able to explore the redesigned website and peruse new materials that highlight 
PMIEF’s key initiatives and program areas. 

Representatives from several PMIEF partner organizations were at the PMIEF booth to talk about PMIEF 
initiatives and programs and answer attendee questions. These include: 

Bernie Trilling from Oracle Educational Foundation, Eric Berg and Mike Culligan from Learning for 
International Non-Governmental Organizations (LINGOs), Ron Anderson from Habitat for Humanity and 
Chris Cattaway from Save the Children UK.

PMIEF event highlights include:

An invitation-only dessert reception held on Monday, 8 October. The reception 
provided opportunity to network, exchange ideas and meet PMIEF leadership. 

Sponsorship of the attendee breakfast on Tuesday, 9 October. Prior to introducing 
the breakfast speaker, Chief Operating Officer of PMI Educational Foundation, 
Gregory Balestrero, spoke briefly on PMIEF’s new initiatives. An informative ‘About 
PMIEF’ handout was provided to attendees.   

Presentation titled “Empowering Kids through Project Skills’’ given by Kim Liegel, 
author of “Make It Happen! Step-by-Step Project Success for Kids.” Attendees, who 
were mostly PMI members, attended with the objective of understanding how to 
incorporate project management into the skill-set of children in their lives. The 
session prompted an interactive discussion, at the 
close of which Ms. Liegel challenged each attendee to follow-up on at least one of 
the learning points. Following the presentation, most attendees visited the PMIEF 
booth to obtain addition information on our project learning programs, including 
the Project Learning Partnership (PLP).

PMI Leadership Institute 
Meeting Highlights
PMI Educational Foundation was spotlighted at the PMI Leadership Institute Meeting preceding Congress. 
PMIEF Chair Michael Branch, PMP, gave a joint presentation with PMIEF collaborators Eric Berg of Learning 
for International Non-Governmental Organizations (LINGOs) and Bernie Trilling of Oracle Educational 
Foundation. Mr. Berg outlined his organization’s humanitarian work, while Mr. Trilling spoke about Oracle’s 
participation in the Project Learning Partnership. >   2
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Educational Foundation Unveils New Look 
with Redesigned Website
Have you visited the PMIEF website recently? In addition to our bold new look, we have added content 
and features. One of the first thing site visitors will see when they come to the revised site is an invitation 
to view a video message from PMIEF’s Chief Operating Officer, Gregory Balestrero. In this video Mr. 
Balestrero gives an overview of current PMIEF activities 
and initiatives along with a pledge of his personal 
support and dedication to the organization. From there 
site visitors can explore more in-depth content about 
PMIEF educational and humanitarian initiatives, links 
to partner organizations and up-to-date information 
about the scholarships and awards program. 

Visit PMIEF.org today to learn more about our current 
and future initiatives, to get involved as a volunteer or 
to make a donation to PMI Educational Foundation.

Over $30,000 (US) Awarded 
in Academic Scholarships – 
Winners Announced
The scholarship program is expanding with a number of new sponsors coming aboard. This year over 
$30,000 (US) was awarded to 17 qualified recipients. The PMI Educational Foundation is proud to contribute 
to the advancement of the profession by helping to fund the education of present and future project 
managers.

If you are interested in applying for any of the scholarships, please visit ‘Scholarships/Awards’ at PMIEF.org. 
Scholarships are available to bachelors, masters, and doctoral students at accredited colleges and universities 
who are studying project management or related fields. Guidelines and criteria vary for each scholarship.

2007 scholarship winners are:

Colorado Technical University – Online Division Only Scholarship: Alexius Emejom; Candidate, Master of 
Science in Project Management; Colorado Technical University

Gaylord E. (Gary) Christle Scholarship, sponsored by the PMI College of Performance Management: 
Amitabh Srivastav, PMP; Candidate, Master’s in Project Management; University of Québec in Outaouais

Charles Lopinsky Memorial Scholarship, sponsored by the PMI Orange County Chapter: Anna Fitzgerald; 
Candidate, Master of Science in Analysis, Design, and Management of Information Systems; The London 
School of Economics

PMI Washington DC Chapter Scholarship: Caroline Trudeau, PMP; Candidate, Master of Science in Project 
Management; George Washington University

PMI Coastal Bend Chapter Scholarship: Charles Williams; Candidate, Bachelor’s in Computer Science, Minor 
in Business Management; University of North Texas

PMI Kansas City Mid-America Chapter Scholarship: Coletta Green; Candidate, Master of Organizational 
Development, Graduate Project Management Certification; Avila University
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PMI Dick Balfour Memorial Fellows Scholarship: Dale Gillam, PMP; Candidate, Master’s in Business 
Administration, Concentration: Project Management; University of Virginia – Darden School of Business

PMI Clear Lake/Galveston Chapter Scholarship: Denise Rancour, PMP; Candidate, Master of Science in Technical 
Management; Embry Riddle Aeronautical University

Matthew H. Parry Memorial Scholarship: Joanna Vahlsing, PMP; Candidate, Bachelor’s in Technical 
Management, Concentration: Business Information Systems; DeVry University

PMI Central Indiana Chapter Scholarship: John Turner, PMP; Candidate, Master of Science in Project 
Management; George Washington University

Robert J. Yourzak Scholarship, sponsored by the PMI Minnesota Chapter: Kimberly Lightsey; Candidate, 
Master of Project Management (MPM); Western Carolina University

James Rankin Memorial Scholarship, sponsored by the PMI Dallas Chapter: Kimberly Splawn, PMP; Candidate, 
Project Management Executive Master’s in Business Administration; University of Texas at Dallas

PMI Southwest Ohio Chapter Scholarship: Stacey Steadman; Candidate, Master’s in Business Administration, 
Concentration: Project Management; Cleveland State University

PMI Founders Scholarship: Tyson Brown, PMP; Candidate, Bachelor of Science in Technical Management; 
Embry Riddle Aeronautical University

PMI NEO (Northeast Ohio Chapter) Leadership Institute Scholarship: Bethany Lemley; Candidate, Master’s in 
Business Administration, Concentration: Project Management; DeVry University – Keller Graduate School of 
Management

PMI Information Systems SIG Academic Scholarship: Arden Lockwood, PMP; Candidate, Master of Science in 
Decision and Info Sciences; University of Avignon

Wilson-Zells Academic Scholarship, sponsored by the PMI Information Systems SIG: Julie Wiebell, PMP; 
Candidate, PhD in Applied Management and Decision Sciences, Concentration: Information Systems 
Management; Walden University

Additional information about each scholarship winner is presented in the November 2007 issue of PMI Today®.

2007 James A. Snyder Student Paper of the Year Award 
Winner Announced at PMI Global Congress 2007 – 
North America
Tonya Peterson, PMP, winner of the 2007 James A. Snyder Student Paper of the Year Award, presented her 
paper titled “Motivation: How to increase project team performance” at PMI Global Congress 2007 – North 
America in Atlanta, Georgia, USA. The paper will also be published in PMI's Project Management Journal. 
Ms. Peterson has over eighteen years of information systems experience, primarily in the financial and 
insurance sectors, with the past twelve years focused on project management. Her expertise encompasses 
strategic planning, project management, portfolio management, process improvement, quality direction, 
productivity metrics, instruction, and organizational efficiency. 

Ms. Peterson is enrolled in the Master of Science in Project Management program at the University of 
Wisconsin – Platteville. She is also a college instructor and business consultant. In addition, she has prepared 
and presented a variety of corporate training courses within the project management discipline.

In 2008, the James A. Snyder Student Paper of the Year Award becomes the International Student Paper 
of the Year Award and will be bestowed upon four individuals. Winning papers will be published in PMI's 
Project Management Journal and will be presented at one of PMI Global Congresses. Visit PMIEF.org for 
award information, eligibility requirements, guidelines and application deadlines.
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Project Learning Partnership: 
Education to Develop 21st Century Skills
The Project Learning Partnership (PLP) is focused on its mission to introduce project learning as a teaching 
methodology conducive to developing critical 21st century life skills in primary and secondary school 
children. Project learning involves students learning by doing actual projects. They use core academic 
skills and creativity to solve authentic problems in real-world situations. The basis of project learning 
comes from the “constructivist” learning theory, which states that learning is deeper and more 
meaningful when students are involved in constructing their own knowledge.

The PLP is comprised of several organizations which include, PMI Educational Foundation, Global 
SchoolNet, Oracle Educational Foundation, Buck Institute for Education, Make It Happen!, and The 
Partnership for 21st Century Skills. In August 2007, the PLP convened at Oracle in Redwood City, 
California, USA. Promotional materials and a project management prize evaluation form for project 
learning competitions are in development. Resources for teachers, such as a project learning and project 
management support request form, a project manager mentorship program, and the P21 Skills Teacher 
Training are also under development. 

Learn more about project learning and the Project Learning Partnership in the Learning Zone on 
PMIEF.org. Information on project learning competitions is available at: 

 Oracle ThinkQuest: www.thinkquest.org

 National Engineers’ Week Future City Competition: www.futurecity.org

 Global SchoolNet Cyberfair: www.globalschoolnet.org/gsh/cf

 Global SchoolNet Doors to Diplomacy: www.globalschoolnet.org/gsh/doors

NGO Project Management Initiative 
Introduces Pilot Courses
The Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) Project Management Initiative was developed to increase 
the effectiveness, efficiency and impact of international NGOs by sharing/ developing/improving 
templates, tools and capacity building resources for Project Management. Under the leadership of 
Learning for International NGOs (LINGOs), included in this effort are PMI Educational Foundation, 
individual PMI Chapters and Specific Interest Groups; NGOs such as Catholic Relief Services, Oxfam, and 
World Vision International; private sector participants; volunteers comprised of individual Project 
Management Professional credential holders (PMP®); and universities.

The PMI LINGOs Essentials of NGO Project Management Pilot Course took place in the Philippines on  
24–28 September 2007. The course, specifically designed for NGO field project managers, provided 
practical skills, concepts, and principles that help ensure project managers complete projects on time, on 
budget and as specified. The curriculum was also piloted in a global online format in October.

Learn more about PMI Educational Foundation’s involvement in this humanitarian initiative by visiting 
the Humanitarian area of PMIEF.org.
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Project Management Enhances 
Disaster Reconstruction Success
PMI Educational Foundation distributes the PMI Project Management Methodology for Post Disaster 
Reconstruction. Based on A Guide to the Project Management Body of Knowledge (PMBOK® Guide) – 
Third Edition, this methodology was developed as a guide to reconstruction project management for use 
by organizations involved in disaster recovery. Following a major disaster, using established principles of 
project management will solve problems and deliver intended results through an organized, structured 
methodology.

The Project Management Methodology for Post Disaster Reconstruction is available for download in the 
Humanitarian area on PMIEF.org. 

Interested in learning more about our humanitarian and educational programs? Would you like to be an 
active participant in our endeavors? 

Please contact:

 Diane Fromm, Administrator
 PMI Educational Foundation
 4 Campus Boulevard
 Newtown Square, PA 19073
 Phone: +1 610 356 4600, ext. 1128
 Fax: +1 610 356 0357
 E-mail: diane.fromm@pmi.org

Special thanks to PMI and PMIEF leadership and staff as well as sponsors and all other supporters for making this 
newsletter possible. Your contributions to the success of PMI Educational Foundation is immeasurable!
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