
igh school seniors in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, USA, will be able to enroll
in a college-level project management

course during the summer school break. The course
teaches project management practices and a variety
of 21st century skills, such as global literacy, prob-
lem-solving, innovation and creativity. 

The pilot program is a partnership of the School
District of Philadelphia, DeVry University, the PMI
Delaware Valley Chapter and the PMI Educational
Foundation (PMIEF). The course combines the
“Learning Passport to College” program with proj-
ect management and other skills. 

“This course will give students a solid introduc-
tion to project management—a discipline that is
growing in demand by businesses and organiza-
tions worldwide,” said Cassandra W. Jones, EdD,
interim chief academic officer for the School District
of Philadelphia. “In addition to the pilot course this
summer, we will have pilots at Philadelphia high
schools in the fall of 2008 and in the spring of 2009.”

Students need to meet certain grade and atten-
dance standards to be accepted into the course, 
and will receive college credit upon completion.

“We think the program could be introduced in
other cities and eventually become a national pro-
gram, but first we have to evaluate the three pilot

courses,” said John Byrne, DBA, PMP, associate pro-
fessor of business programs at DeVry University’s
Keller Graduate School.

Program Responds to Global Need
PMI President and CEO Gregory Balestrero, who is
also PMIEF chief operating officer, noted, “There is
a global project manager shortage, so the profession
of project management is an excellent one for stu-
dents to consider. Project management is also an
important life skill.”

“We look forward to sharing our project man-
agement knowledge with students in this pilot pro-
gram to enable them to be more successful in their
academic, personal and future professional lives,”
said Michael Brennan, PMP, president of the PMI
Delaware Valley Chapter. 

The PMI Delaware Valley Chapter will be pro-
viding classroom mentors, and DeVry University
will be providing classroom instructors and course
curriculum. The PMI Educational Foundation is
contributing project management textbooks and
marketing for the course.

Inspired by Global
Congress Session
The idea for a program to
train high school seniors in
project management
originated in a session
held at PMI Global
Congress 2007—
North America in
Atlanta, Georgia,
USA. Dr. Byrne, who
is a member of the
PMI Delaware
Valley Chapter, was

attending a presentation by Kim Liegel, PMP, on the
goals of the PMIEF and the value of teaching project
management in elementary and secondary schools.

Danielle Seward, planning coordinator for
advanced academics and deputy chief academic
officer for the School District of Philadelphia, was a
graduate student in Dr. Byrne’s project management
class. She saw the value in bringing a project man-
agement class that also teaches 21st century skills
into the Philadelphia school district.

According to Jim Snyder, PMI Founder and PMI
Fellow, volunteers from the PMI Delaware Valley
Chapter will be devoting four hours a week for six to
10 weeks, serving as mentors for teams of students
within the class. 

“This is a significant time investment during
the middle of the day, and most of the volunteers’
employers are allowing time off for this activity,”
Mr. Snyder said.

PMIEF Aims to Replicate 
One of PMIEF’s objectives from this pilot program
is to create programs that can be replicated in other
areas. The Foundation plans to produce mentoring

handbooks, documented lessons learned, school
district process documents and sample class-
room projects that will make it easier for
other school districts, colleges and mentors to
set up similar courses. 

“I see a shift toward project-based
learning where the classroom teacher

takes up the mentoring role,” said Mr.
Snyder, who has been involved in the
PMI Educational Foundation and is
active with the PMI Delaware Valley
Chapter, leading the student mentor-
ing program. 

“This program offers an out-
standing opportunity to better equip
these students for success in their
academic, personal and future pro-
fessional lives,” he said.

General Colin L. Powell, USA (Ret.) became the 65th
U.S. Secretary of State in 2001, bringing extensive experi-
ence with him to his office. Before becoming Secretary of
State, General Powell served as a key aide to the
Secretary of Defense and as National Security Advisor to
President Reagan. He also served 35 years in the United
States Army, rising to the rank of Four-Star General and
serving as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
(1989–1993). During this time, he oversaw 28 crises,
including the Panama intervention of 1989 and
Operation Desert Storm in the 1991 Persian Gulf War.

That experience served him well, both before and
particularly after the events of 11 September 2001. A fer-
vent purveyor of democratic values, General Powell has
stressed that fighting the war on terrorism is not just a
military but also a diplomatic task—the two go hand in
hand. He led the State Department in major efforts to
solve regional and civil conflicts in the Middle East,
between Israel and its Arab neighbors; in Sudan, Congo
and Liberia; in the Balkans, Cyprus, Haiti, Northern
Ireland and elsewhere. In all areas, General Powell used
the power of diplomacy and the ideal of democracy to
build trust, forge alliances and begin to transform these
once-unstable regions into areas where societies and cul-
tures prosper.

Born in New York City in 1937, General Powell was
raised in the South Bronx. His parents, Luther and Maud
Powell, immigrated to the United States from Jamaica.
General Powell was educated in the New York City pub-
lic schools and the City College of New York (CCNY),

where he earned a bachelor’s degree in geology. He also
participated in the Reserve Officer Training Corps at
CCNY and received a commission as an Army second
lieutenant upon graduation in June 1958. His further aca-
demic achievements include a Master of Business Admini-
stration degree from George Washington University.

General Powell is the recipient of numerous U.S. 
military awards and decorations, as well as civilian
awards including two Presidential Medals of Freedom,
the President’s Citizens Medal, the Congressional Gold
Medal and the Secretary of Energy Distinguished Service
Medal. He has received awards from over two dozen
countries, including a French Legion of Honor and an
honorary knighthood bestowed by H.M. Queen Elizabeth
II of Great Britain.

The general was the founding chairman of America’s
Promise—The Alliance for Youth. He has also been a
member of the board of trustees of Howard University
and the board of directors of the United Negro College
Fund. The general also served on the board of governors
of The Boys & Girls Clubs of America and was a member
of the advisory board of the Children’s Health Fund.

Since returning to private life, General Powell has
become a strategic limited partner at Kleiner Perkins
Caufield & Byers, a Silicon Valley venture capital firm.
He is also on the board of directors of Revolution Health
Group, a company developing strategies for consumer-
directed health care. General Powell is the founder of the
Colin Powell Policy Center at CCNY, and he is helping to
raise funds for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial in
Washington, D.C. and for the construction of an educa-
tion center for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. 

General Powell is the author of his best-selling 
autobiography, My American Journey. He is married to 
the former Alma Vivian Johnson of Birmingham,
Alabama. The Powell family includes son Michael; daugh-
ters Linda and Annemarie; son-in-law Francis; daughter-
in-law Jane; grandsons Jeffrey, Bryan and Patrick; and
granddaughter Abigail.
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G
eneral Colin L. Powell, USA (Ret.), former
U.S. Secretary of State, National Security
Advisor, and Four-Star General, will share
his insight about leadership, project man-
agement and social responsibility at PMI

Global Congress 2008—North America in Denver,
Colorado, USA. The keynote address will take place 
on Sunday, 19 October.

One of the most admired men in the United States,
General Powell has been a leader for most of his life.
But General Powell believes a leader is more than just
his or her title. Drawing on examples garnered from
experience as both a leader on the world stage and as
eyewitness to leadership in action, General Powell will
illustrate precisely what it takes to be a leader, provid-
ing strategies for “taking charge” during times of great
change and great crises.

General Powell’s talk will demonstrate how to
remain focused, take responsibility and work toward
improving processes, organizations and people.

The general’s accomplishments as a leader, project
manager, and advocate for economic and social devel-
opment worldwide are inspirational. You’ll bring home
meaningful concepts that will help you in your personal
and professional endeavors.

Join fellow project management professionals for
this exciting event. Find out about PMI Global Congress
2008—North America online at http://
congresses.pmi.org/NorthAmerica2008.
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