In January 2013, PMI published the latest editions of three foundational standards. This Frequently
Asked Questions document will help provide information regarding publication dates, availability of
member-only PDFs, and changes to certification and credential examinations.

General Standards Information and Publication Dates for the Updated Standards
1. What is a Standard?
A standard is a consensus-based document that provides an agreed on and repeatable framework of doing something, such
as a project. Standards provide precise criteria designed to be used consistently as a definition, rule or guideline.
PMI’s global standards provide guidelines, rules and characteristics for project, program and portfolio management. These
standards are widely accepted and, when consistently applied help you, your global peers and your organization achieve
professional excellence.

2. Which titles are being published?
PMI will be publishing the following updated standard titles:




A Guide to the Project Management Body of Knowledge (PMBOK® Guide)—Fifth Edition
The Standard for Program Management—Third Edition, and
The Standard for Portfolio Management—Third Edition

3. When will the new editions of the standards be published, and will members still receive PDF versions as part of
their member benefits?
As a PMI member in good standing you will be able to download a digital copy of all the updated standards at no charge. The
PDF version for members will be available on 27 December 2012 through PMI.org. Members can visit the Standards Library
page at PMI.org/PMBOK-Guide-and-Standards/Standards-Library-of-PMI-Global-Standards.aspx to access the digital
versions. Members can click on the title to enter their user name and password to access the PDFs.
The updated standard titles will be published and available for public sale in January 2013 through PMI’s Marketplace at
http://marketplace.pmi.org/Pages/Default.aspx.

4. What are the prices for each of the titles, and have they increased from the previous versions?
The prices for all three titles will remain the same as the previous versions; there is no price increase:

Title

List Price

Member Price

PMBOK® Guide—Fifth Edition

US$65.95

US$49.50

The Standard for Program Management—Third Edition

US$60.95

US$48.75

The Standard for Portfolio Management—Third Edition

US$60.95

US$48.75

5. When will the Organizational Project Management Maturity Model (OPM3®)—Third Edition be released?
The Organizational Project Management Maturity Model (OPM3®)—Third Edition will be open for comments during the
exposure draft process in November through December 2012, with the updated standard being published in Q4 2013.

6. How often are PMI Standards updated?
PMI updates its global standards at least every five years in accordance with ANSI Guidelines.
PMI’s standards development process is as follows:





Research is conducted to identify new standards for development, or determine if an existing
standard should be updated.
If a need is identified, a draft charter and scope statement are developed.
A voluntary project chair is appointed and the committee is organized.
The project charter/scope is finalized and approved and the project is started.

7. Will community leaders and trainers receive advance copies of the standards to update training materials?
PMI will make “read-only” PDFs of the final draft of the PMBOK® Guide—Fifth Edition, available to PMI Community leaders
through the Community Leadership site. The draft will be provided in October 2012 and is not open to public distribution.
The pre-release is a courtesy to PMI-affiliated educators to help prepare course materials that align with the latest versions
of the PMI standards. Please note that the pre-release, although it will be very close to the finished publication, is not the
final version that will be available in January 2013.

NOTE: PMI requests those that have obtained the draft do NOT release any products, services or training that align to the
PMBOK® Guide—Fifth Edition, prior to the official release of these publications. Publication is scheduled for 27 December
2012.
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PMBOK® Guide—Fifth Edition
8. What are the major updates to the PMBOK® Guide—Fifth Edition?
The Fifth Edition continues to reflect the evolving knowledge within the profession of project management. Like previous
editions it represents generally recognized good practice in the profession.

The PMBOK® Guide—Fifth Edition continues the tradition of excellence in project management with a standard that is easy
to understand and implement.
The major updates to the Fifth Edition are summarized below:


The content from Section 3 “The Standard for Project Management of a Project” has been moved to
Annex A1. The new Section 3 addresses project management processes and Process Groups as in
previous editions.



A new Knowledge Area has been created called “Project Stakeholder Management” that increases
the focus on identifying and engaging stakeholders. This increases the number of Knowledge Areas
from nine to ten.



Four planning processes have been added to reinforce the concept that each major Knowledge Area
has a planning process focusing on how that area will be planned and executed.

9. Into which languages will the PMBOK® Guide—Fifth Edition be translated to and what is the expected
publication date?
PMI will publish 10 translations of the PMBOK® Guide—Fifth Edition, which are scheduled for release in Q4 2013. Below is a
list of the available languages:











Arabic
Chinese (Simplified)
German
French
Italian
Japanese
Portuguese (Brazilian)
Russian
Spanish
Korean
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Preparation for the PMP® Exam
before 31 July 2013 or CAPM®
Exam before 1 July 2013




Use PMBOK® Guide—Fourth
Edition as a reference. The
standard is available in
English and 10 foreign
language translations.
Language aids for the
questions and answers of
the PMP® and CAPM®
examinations are available.

Preparation for the PMP® Exam on or
after 31 July 2013 or CAPM® Exam
on or after 1 July 2013

Taking the PMP® or CAPM® Exam
after October 2013



Use language aids for the
questions and answers of the
PMP® and CAPM®
examinations.



PMBOK® Guide—Fifth Edition is



Language aids for the
questions and answers of the
PMP® and CAPM®
examinations are available.



If you want to use a translated
version of the PMBOK® Guide—
Fifth Edition as a reference, you
should schedule your exam
during this timeframe.



will be available in English and
10 foreign language
translations.

available in English only.


Foreign language translations of
the PMBOK® Guide—Fifth
Edition will NOT be available.

PMBOK® Guide—Fifth Edition

10. What are the requirements for translating the PMBOK® Guide—Fifth Edition into a language not currently
published?
If you wish to translate the PMBOK® Guide into a language not currently being published by PMI, please complete and
submit the PMI Permissions Form.
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The Standard for Program Management—Third Edition
11. What are the major updates to The Standard for Program Management—Third Edition?
The Standard for Program Management—Third Edition continues to recognize good practices for managing multiple projects
and programs successfully. The major updates for the Third Edition include:


The Program Life Cycle has been assigned to its own chapter to provide the details of the unique set of
elements that make up the program management phase.



The updated edition highlights the full scope of program management and clarifies the supporting
processes that complete the delivery of programs in the organizational setting.



A more detailed definition of program management within an organization is provided, including the
fundamental differences between project and program management.
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The Standard for Portfolio Management—Third Edition
12. What are the major updates to The Standard for Portfolio Management—Third Edition?
The Standard for Portfolio Management—Third Edition continues to recognize good practices in the discipline of portfolio
management — “doing the right work.” The major updates for the Third Edition include:


A standardized approach to discussing enterprise environmental factors and organizational process
assets



Three new Knowledge Areas have been added: Strategic Management, Performance Management,
and Communication Management



The Defining Process Group has been added that contains key processes to define and plan execution
of the portfolio process.



The Monitoring and Controlling Process Group has been renamed the Authorizing and Controlling
Process Group.

6

Credential Exams
13. How will updates to the PMBOK® Guide—Fifth Edition affect credential examinations?
When an update to a standard, such as the PMBOK® Guide—Fifth Edition, is released, credential exams are updated as
appropriate to reflect changes in the professional reference. (Please see below for the Update Schedule).
It is estimated only a small percentage of examination items/questions require updates that directly address actual
changes in the standards. As a regular part of the examination update process, PMI continually develops new questions that
replace older questions on a periodic schedule rather than upon the immediate update/change of a particular reference.

14. Question: When does PMI intend to update the credential examinations?
PMI is updating its certification exams according to the schedule below:

Credential

Examination Updated

PMP®

31 July 2013

CAPM®

1 July 2013

PMI-SP®

31 August 2013

PMI-RMP®

31 August 2013

PgMP®

31 July 2013

It is estimated only a small percentage of examination items/questions require updates that directly address actual
changes in the standards. As a regular part of the examination update process, PMI continually develops new questions that
replace older questions on a periodic schedule rather than upon the immediate update/change of a particular reference.
Please note the PMI Agile Certified Practitioner (PMI-ACP)® certification exam will not be revised due to the release of the
updated standards. After careful review of the PMI-ACP certification exam we have determined the existing content
continues to be relevant and consistent with the knowledge and foundation required of agile practitioners.

15. When studying for a credential exam, which editions of the standards should I use?
Please use these dates as a general point of reference for which editions of the updated standards to use as a study aid for
your exam.
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Exam

Planned Date to Sit for Examination

Study Recommendation

PMP®

Prior to 31 July 2013

PMBOK® Guide—Fourth Edition

PMP®

After 31 July 2013

PMBOK® Guide—Fifth Edition

CAPM®

Prior to 1 July 2013

PMBOK® Guide—Fourth Edition

CAPM®

After 1 July 2013

PMBOK® Guide—Fifth Edition

PMI-SP®

Prior to 31 August 2013

PMBOK® Guide—Fourth Edition

PMI-SP®

After 31 August 2013

PMBOK® Guide—Fifth Edition

PMI-RMP®

Prior to 31 August 2013

PMBOK® Guide—Fourth Edition

PMI-RMP®

After 31 August 2013

PMBOK® Guide—Fifth Edition

Prior to 31 July 2013

The Standard for Program Management—
Second Edition; PMBOK® Guide—Fourth

PgMP®

Edition

PgMP®

The Standard for Program Management—
Third Edition; PMBOK® Guide—Fifth

After 31 July 2013

Edition
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It is estimated only a small percentage of examination items/questions require updates that directly address actual
changes in the standards. As a regular part of the examination update process, PMI continually develops new questions that
replace older questions on a periodic schedule rather than upon the immediate update/change of a particular reference.
Preparation for the PMP® Exam
before 31 July 2013 or CAPM®
Exam before 1 July 2013

Preparation for the PMP® Exam on or
after 31 July 2013 or CAPM® Exam
on or after 1 July 2013

Taking the PMP® or CAPM® Exam
after October 2013





Use language aids for the
questions and answers of the
PMP® and CAPM®
examinations.



PMBOK® Guide—Fifth Edition is



Language aids for the
questions and answers of the
PMP® and CAPM®
examinations are available.



If you want to use a translated
version of the PMBOK® Guide—
Fifth Edition as a reference, you
should schedule your exam
during this timeframe.



Use PMBOK® Guide—Fourth
Edition as a reference. The
standard is available in
English and 10 foreign
language translations.
Language aids for the
questions and answers of
the PMP® and CAPM®
examinations are available.



will be available in English and
10 foreign language
translations.

available in English only.


Foreign language translations of
the PMBOK® Guide—Fifth
Edition will NOT be available.

PMBOK® Guide—Fifth Edition

Please note the PMI Agile Certified Practitioner (PMI-ACP)® certification exam will not be revised due to the release of the
updated standards. After careful review of the PMI-ACP certification exam we have determined the existing content
continues to be relevant and consistent with the knowledge and foundation required of agile practitioners.

16. Are any of the exams available in other languages?
PMI administers examinations in English. Language aids for the questions and answers of the PMP® and CAPM®
examinations are available to assist you if English is your second language. The following languages and will be included in
the 1 July 2013 update











Arabic*
Chinese (Traditional)*
Chinese (Simplified)
German
French
Hebrew
Italian
Japanese
Korean
Portuguese (Brazilian)
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Russian
Spanish
Turkish

*New translations to meet market demand
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