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The Aim and Scope of this  
Special Issue 
Our world is facing multiple sustainability challenges, ranging 
from climate change to inequity to hunger and ill health. To 
date, evidence suggests limited progress in resolving these 
challenges, especially in relation to achieving the United 
Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) (see The Future 
Is Now report, United Nations, 2019).

With this special issue, we call for more research on 
sustainability in projects (Sabini et al., 2019). An important 
step toward this is the consideration of the difference 
between the project as a tool to deliver a sustainable good  
or service—sustainability ‘by’ the project, and the project 
delivered following sustainable processes—sustainability ‘of’ 
the project (Huemann & Silvius, 2017).

The fist category (sustainability ‘by’ the project) focuses on 
idiosyncratic projects, which, in their own fields—industry, 
scale, and technology—will pursue SDG targets and address 
climate change. This approach will clearly resonate with the 
idea of projects as catalysts of sustainability transitions.  
The second category (sustainability ‘of’ the project) focuses 
on the consideration of sustainability within project 
management processes, regardless of the product or service 
delivered. In other words, targeting this approach will help 
understand the processes that bring the shift toward more 
sustainable ways of conducting and delivering projects. 

Both concepts deliver on the ‘sustainability transitions’ 
notion as the long-term, multidimensional, and fundamental 
transformation processes through which sociotechnical 
systems, such as projects, shift to more sustainable modes 

of production and consumption (Markard et al., 2012). 
Therefore, with more and more organizations relying on  
some form of project organizing to create value, we need to 
understand the environmental, social, and economic aspects 
of sustainability shifts in the context of projects. 

Potential Topics of Interest 

We are interested in topics and research questions that  
can relate to sustainability ‘by’ or sustainability ‘of’ a project, 
for example: 

1. Projects as a means to achieving sustainable transitions 
at the micro/macro level; 

2. Inclusion of sustainable practices;

3. Conditions under which projects can be delivered 
following sustainable processes; and, 

4. Specific challenges and knowledge gaps experienced by 
project organizations and project professionals when 
transitioning to sustainable practices.

Recent developments that deserve further exploration 
include, but are not limited to, trade-offs over contradicting 
sustainability objectives (Sabini & Alderman, 2021), projects 
as intermediaries to facilitating sustainability transitions 
(Gasparro et al., 2022), factors affecting greenwashing 
behaviors (He et al., 2021), and institutional drivers to social 
sustainability (Loosemore et al., 2021).

We call for research exploring ontological, epistemological, 
and methodological assumptions underlying this type of 
research and provide a clear contribution to our 
understanding of sustainability ‘by’ and ‘of’ projects.

We welcome conceptual and empirical papers. The level  
of analysis may range from micro to macro or address  
the interplay among different layers. A wide range of 
methodologies and methods, including new and innovative 
methods, are also welcome. Where empirical data are used, 
they should support the findings robustly. 

The research should be clear about its theoretical positioning 
regarding sustainability. We also welcome research that 
critiques the current approaches to sustainability in projects. 
In the present climate, we cannot afford to let projects 
stumble over sustainability considerations and delay 
sustainability transitions; therefore, this is a project scholars’ 
call to arms to increase efforts in the exploration of this 
complex phenomenon.
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Submission Process and Time 
Lines for the Special Issue
This call for paper offers authors the opportunity to submit 
a near finished manuscript to the European Academy of 
Management (EURAM) 2023 Conference in Dublin, Ireland 
(14–16 June 2023). Authors wishing to take this opportunity 
should submit a near finished manuscript to the 
Sustainability ‘by’ and ‘of’ the Project track (part of 
Special Interest Group 10, Project Organizing) by January 
2023 directly through the EURAM submission system. The 
guest editors of this special issue are either leading this 
track and/or will be present at the conference to provide 
feedback on the papers. A submission to EURAM is not a 
prerequisite for submission to this special issue but is  
highly encouraged.

All authors should submit a full paper by 1 June 2023, 
following the same author guidelines as those for regular 
issues (https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/pmj). The 
manuscript should cover these points in the text: 

1. Relevance of the problem (description of the  
real-world phenomena and need for research);

2. Theoretical underpinning of the research;

3. Methodology (clear steps of the research design  
and descriptions of the data); and, 

4. Contributions to the discipline of project studies  
and temporary organizing or the broader field of 
business and management research. Additionally,  
authors must highlight the interdisciplinary links and 
contributions from other fields to the scholarly field  
of project studies.

Submitted papers should comply with regular PMJ ® author 
guidelines and will be subject to the routine PMJ ® review 
process. All authors submitting an article to the special 
issue will be expected to perform an anonymized review  
of up to two papers.

The anticipated time line for this special issue is:

n	 EURAM 2023 conference deadline—(near finished 
manuscript): early January 2023

n Feedback from EURAM 2023 conference: early March 
2023

n Submission of full paper: 1 June 2023

n Review and revision cycle: June 2023 to February 2024

n Approximate online acceptance: February 2024

n Approximate publication in print: May 2024

Manuscripts submitted for this special issue should follow 
the same author guidelines as those for regular issues. We 
expect authors and reviewers to work in a timely manner in 
order to comply with the anticipated time line outlined 
above. 

For further information or additional questions, please 
contact one of the guest editors of this special issue.
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